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Hanford nuclear reactor called 'environmentally risky, fiscally
wasteful and technologically unnecessary'

Washington, DC – Congressman David Wu today announced that the Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) at the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation in Richland, Washington will be permanently closed.  Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson
informed Congressman Wu early today that the facility would be closed.  The move is expected to save taxpayers
$32 million per year and will allow for the clean up of the Hanford nuclear reactor.

"Closing FFTF is fiscally responsible and is a common sense solution," said Congressman Wu. "The $32 million
saved by permanently closing FFTF can now be diverted to the cleanup that is essential to the Northwest
communities downstream to ensure environmental safety and clean drinking water."

FFTF is a 400-megawatt sodium cooled nuclear reactor that operated from 1982 to 1992.  In 1992, the use of the
facility was terminated and there was no mission for FFTF. When efforts to identify a long-term mission for the
FFTF were unsuccessful, the Dept. of Energy placed the FFTF into standby.

Dept. of Energy Undersecretary Bill Magwood last year reported that the proposal to restart the FFTF lacked
sufficient support from private industry and other federal agencies.  An Environmental Impact Statement
commissioned last year indicated that the preferred alternative is to permanently close the facility.

"After the use of FFTF was terminated in 1992, the reactor has been environmentally risky, fiscally wasteful and
technologically unnecessary," said Congressman Wu.

Congressman Wu has urged the closure of FFTF in discussions with Secretary Richardson and last year wrote him a
letter urging him to consider the permanent closure of FFTF (see attached).

A detailed timeline for FFTF closure will be available next week.
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